History of islet transplantation.
Patients with a diagnosis of type 1 diabetes mellitus endure stringent life-long medical therapy through the use of insulin to prevent end organ complications and maintain normoglycemia. However, some patients still suffer from hypoglycemic unawareness, even under intensive therapy. Within the past decade, noble efforts have been attempted to provide normoglycemia through cadaveric islet of Langerhans transplantation in order to reach a physiologic response. This effort, which has evolved for more than a century, actually predates the discovery of insulin.